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3.8 Critical lens 



Disclaimer: This is one way 
the assessment can work

1. NZQA offers several different task options. The one I will be breaking 
down today is looking at applying a critical lens to a primary text. 

1.    There are different ways to set up this assessment and to 
present this assessment; this model is based on strong results 
across several schools. 

&



The Lens……..
• Feminist theory
• Post-colonialism
• Psychoanalysis
• Marxism
• Queer theory
• Monster theory
• New historicism 
• Ecocriticism

Understanding this type of response is new to 
students. I recommend choosing two or no more 

than three and then having clearly defined aspects 
to cover



Narrowing the lens
• Feminism
• The waves
• Gender roles
• Male gaze
• Patriarchy

By only covering some of the aspects, students are less 
likely to become confused. There theories are very broad 

so focusing on a few aspects helps prevent the 
overwhelm and allows them to focus their research.



More aspects

Psychoanalysis:
• Tripartite
• Psyhcosexual stages
• Ego Defences

Postcolonialism:
• The white saviour
• Dehumanisation / othering
• Hybridity



Teach and apply the lens 
together to build capacity 

and agency. 

As I teach the lens and aspects, we work with secondary source 
material and practice applying this material to texts together. 

Note, the material and texts we do together are not used for their 
final assessment but by the time they get to the final assessment 

they feel comfortable with the process. 

I usually use TV show episodes as they are short but the ideas 
can still offer depth and complexity. Short stories and poems also 

work well for practise. 



I like to use a TV show that can work for a range of lens’. One of 
the biggest issues students have is moving away from director 
and author’s purpose and understanding they are applying a 

theory. 

Lucifer Season One, Episode 4 Manly Whatnots= Feminist 
theory, Psychoanalysis, Monster Theory. 

Desperate Housewives Season one pilot : Feminism, 
psychoanalysis, post-colonial.

By choosing something where multiple lens can be applied 
students start interpreting the text at a much deeper level as 

they can understand how perspectives can shift based on 
HOW you view a text. 

Teachable examples



Case studies with bite sized theories for the 
easily scared



















Setting up success: strong secondary sources

• So much of the students’ success is being able to engage 
with strong secondary sources. 

• Since this is a UE reading credit assessment AND it is a 
research assessment, sources need to academic in nature 
and credible. 

• They can be challenging for students with lower literacy 
levels and even strong students who are not used to 
managing academic sources. 

• Having some pre curated resources can help students 
understand the quality of source needed. 

• Teaching skim and scan reading strategies will also help 
them. 



Quality over quantity

Clear research trackers to maps evidence and to allow the students to evaluate 
sources. 

Only two secondary sources are needed but make them count- academic journals, 
published books NOT YouTube clips, opinion pieces and blogs.

Students should gather 5-6 pieces of evidence per source to show they are going 
through the process and then selecting the best evidence for their final findings. 

I do not let my students start their report/ final presentation, until I have checked their 
research. 

This is to ensure they are following a clear research process and to ensure the 
authenticity of their work. Currently, all research is completed onsite and under 

supervision. 







Helping students select a strong text

Obvious options do not always equate to the most critical 
evaluations eg with a move like Barbie, the director’s purpose and 
feminist lens align too perfectly. Developing critical thinking and 

understanding of the lens can be seeing “beyond” what was 
intended. If using Barbie, a more interesting lens would be 

psychoanalysis Or Marxism.

Rom coms and horror work well with feminist lens for students that 
may struggle with complex texts. 

Books are awesome. 
Avoid Joker, Handmaids, Barbie, Blackswan, Fight Club etc So 

many of these can be bought online so it is not even an AI issue. 



Tips and tricks for final presentation/ report

• The hypothesis exists for a reason- remind students it is 
there and help them develop one that an overall provable 
claim based on the theory NOT the text. 

• It helps to lead each paragraph with an aspect the 
students explain and then provide evidence for. This is NOT 
mandated by NCEA; however, it is a nice formula that helps 
students to develop their ideas. 

• Frame as, this is an aspect of the lens, describe the aspect 
and include evidence from a source, find and example 
from their chosen primary texts and then evaluate what 
they learn from synthesising them. 



Draft check evaluations are there : students often compare without 
evaluating. 









Authenticity

1. Check resource logs. 
2. Ensure referenced sources match the 

logs
3. Complete a planning progress so you 

know what texts and lens’ have been 
selected. 

4. Supervise as much as possible.
5. When students feel confident, and have 

a sense of ownership in what they are 
doing, they are LESS ( not guaranteed) 
likely to cheat.  



Recommended reading 



Texts that work well for a 
range of lens



Questions ?


